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THE Scots Kirk PARisS

From the editor

You could be forgiven for wondering
where the newsletters had gone.
There hasn't been one since April
after all!

But there's a simple explanation for
this. Between March and the end of
July, SKP was a hive of activity with
Eric Liddell at the centre. There
were exhibitions to set up, flyers to
send out, posters to print,
prestigious visits to organise, actors
to welcome, locums to settle in to
the manse and of course the usual
bunch of everyday problems to sort
out. It goes without saying that
tremendous teamwork was
involved; it was demanding and
exhausting but well worth the
effort.

Somehow the newsletter got pushed
further and further back but things
have quietened down now so
hopefully this is the first in a series
of more regular issues.

| have said many times that all
contributions to the newsletter are
welcome. You can share a favourite
poem, tell us of a forthcoming
event you think might interest
people, recommend a book you've
read - the possibilities are endless.
And photos are always welcome!

Looking forward to hearing from
you (vprieur@orange.fr).
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A word from Laurence,
our Interim Moderator

Warmest greetings from sunny
Geneva!

Are things back to normal, in
Paris?

Debate raging over the Olympic
Rings?

The streets calmer, and the
restaurants free to get back to
serving their usual customers?

Hotel prices stabilizing?
Or is it ever "normal” in a city like Paris?

Too much talent, too much variety too much to stare at,
and be amazed by...

the new, the latest, the most exciting around every corner?

Or am | just dazzled by my second favourite city in the
world?
(No, my “first favourite” is not Glasgow!)

And what is “normal” for the Scots Kirk Paris?
-Princesses and plaques,

-Dramas and exhibitions,

-special moments gobbling up the summer weeks?

Or, are things back to normal:

-people who believe: people who sing and pray:

-people who serve with faithful hearts:

-people who care about other people and sometimes carry
them:

-people who know they have a lot to learn but still want to
be pilgrims on the pilgrim’s way:

-people who are not perfect, and who know that, without
anyone needing to tell them:

-people who dare to dream of the kind of church they could
be;

-ordinary people with an extraordinary story to share:
-people who turn up: people who keep the show on the
road!

The Scots Kirk Paris - c’est normal!
Love as always,

Laurence
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From the treasurer

The Board is regularly
informed on the church’s
finances. At the September
meeting the results for the 8
months to the end of August
were: income €42,520,
expenses €37,995 and a
surplus of €4525. The budget
for the full year is for a
surplus of €6000 and should
be achieved.

You are aware that one of our
financial objectives is to build
up our cash reserves so that,
pending approval, we can
employ an associate minister
in Paris. The cost will have to
be paid by the SKP and it is
unlikely that we will receive
financial assistance or grants
from the Church of Scotland.

Income at the end of August is
slightly lower than hoped for,
with offerings and donations
less than the 2023 figure.
Similarly, income from other
users is very slightly down,
due in part to reduced
activity during the Olympics.
Against that, the activities
related to the Liddell 100
celebrations, including a
boost in the sale of our
souvenirs, generated over
€2000 of net income for the
church.

The Board continues to keep a
tight control on expenses,
whilst ensuring the church
building and the manse
maintain their standards. In
addition, expenses for the
excellent locum ministers are
far below the cost of a full
time minister. We have
benefitted from Scott
MacSween being with us for 6
months in 2024 as part of his
OLM training, his costs being
paid directly by the Church of
Scotland. Ministry costs in
2024 will be about €14,000, as
opposed to €30,000/€40,000
for a part-time minister,
hence the need to build up
reserves.

The church is financially
sound but your continuing
support is essential! Thank
you. D. Anderson

Locum:

Goodbye...

Outside the
15th century church
in Amsterdam
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Felipe Gallardo, who was part of our
Sunday morning music team, left us in
June to take up a new job in Utrecht in
the Netherlands. He now divides his
time between the English Reformed
Church in Amsterdam (closest for him)
and the Scots International Church in
Rotterdam. There is no escaping his
links with SKP though as he has already
bumped into our former minister Jan
Steyn, now based in the Netherlands,
and of course we are hoping to be
linking with SICR in the not too distant
future.

No doubt Felipe is already throwing
himself into the life of his new
congregation(s) and we wish him all the
best as he settles into a new country
and copes with yet another language!
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We also said goodbye to Dorothy and Etom Akpama and their
four daughters who worshipped with us regularly. Dorothy was
working at the Nigerian Embassy in Paris but has now returned
home for a while until she gets her next posting. Earlier in the
year we had a visit from Dorothy's mum who is a minister. She
returned to Nigeria with 19 SKP pens to hand out to members of
her congregation. Why 19 and not 20?7 Because that was all we
had left so she got the box as well! We have replenished our
stocks since! Our prayers go with the family as they begin a
new chapter in their lives.
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Janet and David Hall, who
divided their time between
Paris and the north-west of
England, have moved back
permanently only to find
themselves living very close
to Stan Blacklock who
donated our incumbents
board and is a regular visitor
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known to many of us. Janet

and David were active

members of our congregation and faithful readers of the lesson
on Sundays, sometimes sharing the task, much to our delight.
As Janet once said, she always made sure that David got the
longer text to read! Congratulations to them on their diamond
wedding anniversary in July when this family photo was taken
and best wishes to them in their new surroundings and their

new church family.
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...and welcome!

We are pleased to be able to add two new members to our Communion roll
this autumn. The first is Luciano Freitas who was baptized and confirmed on
15th September. The baptism was celebrated by Rev. Alastair Duncan, Scott
MacSween's supervisor during his probation period. Baptism is one of the two

sacraments of the Church of Scotland (along with Holy Communion) and must be carried out by an
Ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament which Scott will be very soon! Luciano's wife Camila reaffirmed
her baptismal vows at the same time and the couple had a wedding blessing, having been married in a
secular ceremony a year ago. Three of the couple’s friends were present to celebrate their special day
with them and Luciano was presented with a Bible to mark the occasion.

Our second new member is Laure Saint-Alme. Laure, who was born in France,
discovered Scotland during her undergraduate years. While she was studying
in Brussels, she met the minister of our sister church, St. Andrews, where she
was confirmed two years ago. She is now back in Paris to continue her studies
in French and German literature and, in her own words, is "happy to have
found a place to keep worshipping”. We're happy to have you Laure and thank
you for getting involved so quickly through the readers' rota!

International Presbytery meeting

The next International Presbytery meeting will be held in Lausanne on 11-13 October. This will be a
particularly important meeting for SKP as the IP Mission Plan Committee will be seeking Presbytery's
approval of the amended Mission Plan which makes allowance for a deferred linking between SKP and
the Scots International Church Rotterdam. If the Plan is approved, as it almost certainly will be, we will
be allowed to call a part-time associate minister. Don't let the word "part-time” put you off - we will
have a minister in the pulpit every Sunday!

There will also be a conference about the future of the church in general so no doubt plenty to report
back on in the next newsletter.

Contact Valerie or Scott for further information.
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Looking back in pictures...

In MARCH, the Searchlight Theatre Company performed a play based on Eric Liddell's decision not to
run in the heats of the 100 m on a Sunday. The actor who played Eric Liddell was particularly moved
to be standing at the same lectern as his character 100 years ago. Our sincere thanks go to Fabienne
and Derek Bonin-Bree who worked tirelessly behind the scenes to bring the 4-man troupe over to
Paris and took care of them while they were with us.

Eric Liddell:
The Chariot of Fire

23rd March 2024
11am & 2.30 pm

Adults: 20€

In MAY, we fed 12 young runners from Eltham College in London and St. Leonard"s School in
St. Andrews who were running in relay from the Scots Kirk Paris to the beach at St. Andrews where
the opening sequence of Chariots of Fire was filmed. After a short Q&A session during which they
explained their motives for running, we enjoyed a barbecue on our patio. Many thanks to Louise,
Heather, Derek, Douglas and all the others who helped make this such an enjoyable evening.

Alegend
Alegacy

Saturday 25th May

6pm -8.30pm
Scots Kirk
Paris
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Looking back in pictures (2)...

At the beginning of JULY, we welcomed the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland for our special service 100 years to the day since Eric Liddell preached in the church. As well
as preaching the sermon, he unveiled a commemorative plaque which hangs to the right of the main
doors into the sanctuary. Moderators traditionally present the congregation they are visiting with a gift;
we were delighted to receive a tile bearing the Moderator's crest, a nod to his past in the building
trade.

The Moderator also attended our second play telling the story of Eric Liddell's life when he returned to
China after his Olympic win. This remarkable one-man performance by American actor Rich Swingle
was truly captivating and perfectly complemented the previous play in March.

Beyond The Chariots

6th July, 2024
11am &2.30 pm

17 rue Bayard - 75008 Paris
ris.com

Adults: 10€

Under 16s: 5€

> Donations at the door (no credit cards)

> Light refreshments will be provided between
the 2 performances
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Looking back in pictures (3)...

And that brings us to the end of JULY when we had a very special visitor indeed. Her Royal Highness,
the Princess Royal, Princess Anne, Patron of the Liddell 100, spent just over an hour at SKP on the
morning of the 26th, the day of the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games. We were able to show
her something of the history of our church through photos displayed on our notice board which was
tidied up specially for the occasion! She spent a long time looking at our Liddell exhibition before
moving out to the patio to admire our now thriving Jubilee Tree. She then moved downstairs to view
the Caskie cabinet and meet members of the congregation before unveiling a plaque commemorating
her visit. This can be seen on the left-hand wall as you face the Communion table.Many thanks to
everyone who made this visit such a success.
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And looking forward...

In October we welcome Rev. Dr Lance Stone. Lance trained for the
ministry in Edinburgh and served the Church of Scotland in Aberdeen (the
Kirk of St Nicholas) before transferring to the United Reformed Church,
serving churches in the London Borough of Hackney and Cambridge, as
well as teaching for 9 years at Westminster College, the URC training
College in Cambridge. Latterly he returned to the Church of Scotland to
be minister of the English Reformed Church in Amsterdam until his
retirement. Since retiring he has done locums in Covent Garden and
Orkney. He is married to Sally and they live in Brixton, close to 3 of their
children and 2 grandchildren. They also have a daughter in Melbourne,
Australia. Lance enjoys walking, reading, listening to many varieties of
music, watching films and greatly enjoys the cultural life of London.

In December we will be welcoming back Rev. John Munro who was
with us in March and April 2023. John was born and brought up in
Glasgow where he attended the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and
Drama and Glasgow University. A move to New College, Edinburgh, to
study theology followed. He was the minister at Fairmilehead Parish
Church, Edinburgh for 25 years. Following retirement, John worked for
over a year in East Lothian as a locum minister in a linked charge and
now he is back once again in Stockbridge.

And finally...

Stan (86) meets Our very own Stan Blacklock (see page 2) was one of the people who met the
Anne in Paris Princess Royal when she visited the Scots Kirk. He made it into his local paper,
p e we ieww e the Cumberland and Westmoreland Herald!

Stan has written his autobiography and donated several copies to the SKP to be
sold for church funds. He will be in church this Sunday (22nd September) to write
a dedication for those who wish to buy a copy. The Princess Royal was presented
with a bag of SKP goodies at the end of her visit and Stan's book, with a personal
dedication, was included.

We are having a "soup Sunday" on
6th October to welcome Lance and
his wife Sally. Soup and bread will

WIVAL OCCAMAN Procres Are et wnt Lama b

L BB (P ol be provided, contributions of fruit
or any other kind of dessert will be
welcome! Hope to see you then!
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