
#28 July 3, 2023

A word from Laurence, 
our Interim Moderator  

Warmest greetings to everyone! 

Togetherness…you can’t beat 
it! 

A very special week in Burgundy 
with my daughter, her husband 
and their two children, over 
from Ireland…and joined…
delight of delights… by my son 
from Moscow! 

We all had a wonderful time 
together – made all the more 

special since it was two years since my son and daughter 
had been able to meet up – and the first time John had met 
his new nephew! Precious moments, and precious feelings! 
To be treasured, appreciated and honoured…in a world 
where there is such stridency, conflict, separation and 
misunderstanding. 

When nations are at war – it is a tragedy – this we know! 

When families are at war – it is such a waste of the short 
time we have. This we also know! 

Every experience of our true humanity is to be delighted in 
and guarded jealously. 

And in the life of the church – the message is clear… 

This is how people will know who we are – and whether 
what we believe is worth believing in: 

“By this shall all men know that you are my disciples – if you 
have love, one for another.” Simple! 

Togetherness – you can’t beat it! 

Love as always, 

Laurence 
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Finance (1) 

Our treasurer, Douglas Anderson, 
reported to the Board on the results 
for the five months to 31st May 
2023. They are encouraging and the 
income reflects: 
- the consequences of last year’s 
Stewardship campaign 
- a return to “normality” after the 
disturbances caused by Covid and, 
prior to that, the disturbances 
caused by the Gilets Jaunes 

Income for the period was €37,517 
and expenses €18,082, resulting in a 
surplus of €19,435.  

Offerings and donations of €24,502 
included a donation from the 
Bomber Command Association for 
€11,500 (£10,000). Letting income 
from other users was €12,755.  

An annual grant of €6,625 received 
from the Salvesen Trust towards the 
cost of our locum ministers' fees 
and travel costs is set against the 
expenses.  

We are not anticipating any more 
exceptional income this year.  
Several large expense items such as 
the taxe foncière and maintenance 
contracts for both church and 
manse are paid in the second half 
of the year but we are not aware of 
any major costs that are not in the 
budget for 2023.  

The full year result should be 
largely positive, boosting reserves 
to help the Kirk Session to decide 
the way forward for the Scots Kirk 
Paris to provide the best ministry 
for the church’s needs. 
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Bible quiz 
Here is something to help you while away the time this summer 
There are 33 books of the Bible hidden in this text. Can you 
find them? Answers below (no peeking)! 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by Jude, a 
gentleman friend, in an aircraft seat pocket on a flight from Los 
Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He 
enjoyed it so much that he passed it on to some friends, one of 
which, from Illinois, worked on it while fishing from his john 
boat. Another studied it whilst playing on his banjo. Elaine 
Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned 
it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the 
job of solving this puzzle so difficult she brews a cup of tea to 
help her nerves. 

There were, in another 
town, puzzlers who stayed 
indoors, busy, because 
the re was a se r i ou s 
epidemic ahead. There 
will be some names that 
are really easy to spot. 
That ' s a fact. Some 
people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially 
since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. 
Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it 
usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at 
worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is 
responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this 
paragraph. 

During a recent fund raising event featuring this puzzle, the 
Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new sales record. The 
local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who 
reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had 
ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it "The books are all 
right here in plain view hidden from sight". Those able to find 
all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have 
to be shown.  

One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and 
Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also keep in mind 
that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A 
chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those 
who claim to know the answers. Remember there is no need for 
a mass exodus: there really are 33 books of the Bible lurking 
somewhere in this article waiting to be found. 

PS Alms are not needed to support this effort! 

 

Locum: Rev. Robert Simpson T. 01 48 78 47 94/07 64 82 58 53 scotskirkparis.com        �2

Finance (2) 

We don't see many €100 notes in 
our offering bags on a Sunday but 
one thing we are not short of is 
centimes! 

From time to time there is talk 
of doing away with these smaller 
denomination coins altogether 
and that day may eventually 
come. In the meantime, all the 
copper coins in the Sunday 
collection are carefully put aside 
in a bowl and when that bowl is 
full, they are counted. In mid-
June this yielded €13 euros, not 
a huge sum but in practical 
terms, four bottles of bleach for 
the cleaners! 

When we say "every contribution 
helps, no matter how small" we 
mean it. If you cannot come to 
church regularly (or even if you 
do come every Sunday), think 
about saving those little coins 
that aren't much good for 
anything and just weigh your 
purse or pocket down. The SKP 
can make good use of them! 

Reminder 

If you need to contact the 
minister for any reason, you 
can reach him on the manse 
landline or on the French 
mobile bought specially for 
our locums. Both numbers 
can be found at the bottom 
of the page.

Answers: Amos, Mark,Jude,Luke, John,Joel, Judges, Job, 
Hebrews, Esther, Micah, Acts, James, Ruth, Romans, Titus, 
Matthew, Genesis, Philemon, Chronicles, Daniel, Nahum, 
Hosea, Lamentations, Revelation, Timothy, Samuel, Numbers, 
Malachi, Peter, Exodus, Kings, Psalms
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And a word from Robert, our locum… 

Like any church, so many people keep the wheels at the SKP 
turning and it's been great to renew acquaintance of so many 
of you. Thank you for the warm welcome extended to Susan 
and me (although Paris is a little on the over-warm side 
today!). And thank you to everyone for the persistence and 
hard work that keep the worship and fellowship of SKP alive. 

One thing I notice since I was here last Easter is the 
appearance of more musicians. It may be that I simply missed 
the occasions that they appeared last year. I'm only half joking 
when I say that I only go to church for the singing. After all, 
don't you find that the songs we sing open your heart and mind 
in worship more than any other aspect of the service? When 
did you ever go home humming a good sermon? 

Pythagoras spoke of 'the Music of the Spheres'. He imagined the 
stars and planets pinned to massive spheres which moved 
around the earth in a sort of cosmic harmony. We would hardly 
take his model seriously these days, and yet the idea of the 
universe as a giant organ with millions of pipes in glorious, 
enormous harmony … well it appeals to me. 

The Bible is full of music. In the letter to the Ephesians we read, "Be filled with the Spirit, addressing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your 
heart." It doesn't refer to actual music, but to something more like the Music of the Spheres – the 
harmony of the people of God. When the church is full of the Spirit, it is like a magnificent choir 
making music for the Lord's glory. Add to that the counterpoint of the angelic choir and we're a 
foretaste of paradise! 

Susan and I are looking forward to so many things while we are in Paris this summer, but nothing more 
than sharing in the worship of SKP. 

Holiday reading 

At the SKP we have a fabulous selection of nearly new books for sale, all at the ridiculous price of €1 or 
€2. In a country where books are the same price no matter where you buy them (no supermarket offers 
here), this is surely great news for anyone looking to find a good read for the summer. Why not check 
them out then try this reading challenge? All proceeds go to church funds. 

• A book you read in school 

• A book from your childhood 

• A book published over 100 years ago 

• A book published in the last year 

• A non-fiction book 

• A book written by a male author 

• A book written by a female author 

• A book by someone who isn't a writer 

• A book that became a film 

• A book published in the 20th century 

• A book set in your hometown/region 

• A book with someone's name in the title 

• A book with a number in the title 

• A book with a character with your first name 

• A book someone else recommended to you 

• A book with more than 500 pages 

• A book you can finish in a day 

• A previously banned book 

• A book with a one-word title 

• A book translated from another language 

• A book that will improve a specific area of your 
life 

• A memoir or journal 

• A book written by someone younger than you 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"Shopping on the avenue 
Montaigne (as if!)"
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A week at Taizé 

As intimated in previous newsletters we welcomed Jan Steyn and 
four young people from Scotland to the SKP on 18th June. The group 
spent two nights in Paris before heading down to Taizé on the 
Sunday afternoon after a delicious pot luck lunch provided by the 
congregation. Many thanks to all who provided the fabulous 
selection of salads, cheeses, pâtés and sandwiches and made Jan, 
Megan, Jess, Ashley and Alex so welcome. The doggy bag they took 
with them for their evening meal was bulging (thank you Alison for 
providing the bag)! Elder Scott MacSween, who joined them at Taizé 
in the evening, sent us a mid-week update in which he told us that 
the group had already got to know people from California, Austria, 
Sweden and Germany. During the Sunday morning service at SKP our 
locum, Robert Simpson, had questioned the group about what they 
were looking forward to during their week at Taizé; they were 
unanimous in saying that they were particularly excited about 
meeting people from other cultures and backgrounds. So that was 
one box ticked! Scott and Jan send us this report of the group's stay 
and their other "first time" experiences. 

"In June, we took a group of young people to the Taizé Community near Cluny in Burgundy. 

Some of you may have met them on Sunday 18th June. They travelled from Edinburgh – via Belfast – to 
Paris CDG. They spent two nights in a hostel, courtesy of the SKP, funded by the donation from the 
Bomber Command Association. They spent the weekend exploring Paris which was their first time in 
France. 

After attending the Sunday service at SKP and joining the congregation for lunch, they travelled by TGV 
to Mâcon, 1h30 from Paris, and then on to Taizé by car. Their first impressions included how many 
different languages were spoken by each person they met at Taizé, and how poor their own language 
skills were by comparison, although Jess and Ash amazed us by having a long conversation in Zulu one 
night. 

By happy coincidence, Oliver and Daniel from our 2022 group had returned to Taizé the same week as 
we were there – this was their third trip to Taizé in a year so our 2023 group were shown the ropes by 
the 2022 group, which was a lovely way of passing the baton. 

The group was thrown in at the deep end. Megan and Alex were immediately given the task of managing 
Taizé’s social media (especially Instagram) for the week. Jess and Oliver were on the lunch preparation 
team (cooking) and Ashley was on the kitchen clean-up team. Daniel was part of the welcoming team at 

Casa, the reception "office". Jan was on the supper serving team 
and Scott was on the breakfast dishwasher team. After just two 
days, Megan already had a favourite Taizé song. Alex taught the 
young people how to sing the Proclaimers ‘I would walk 500 miles’ 
one night in Oyak (the social/tuck shop area). Later in the week, he 
found himself (accidentally) teaching Lithuanians how to dance a 
traditional Lithuanian folk dance. Each country group is hosted by 
one of the Brothers; we met Brother John 
Patrick who introduced us to life in the 
Community and also helped to get the boys 
showers producing warm water! We also met 
Rachel from Edinburgh who is spending a year 
as a volunteer at Taizé, and Michael and Wendy, 
also from Edinburgh, who had last been to Taizé 
over 33 years ago. 

One of the highlights of the week was the Protestant service led by Jan and Scott. 
Four of the group had not been confirmed nor had they taken communion in their 
own churches, although there are communion services at Taizé during the week. Jan 
and Scott spoke to Brother Francis, the interim leader of the community. Br. Francis 
very kindly offered us the use of the 10th century Reformed church in the village, 
where the Taizé Community originally started. He invited us to hold a Protestant 
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Alex, Jess, Megan and Ashley

10th century 
church in Taizé
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service on the Saturday night. Scott led the service, Jan conducted Holy Communion and Megan, Oliver, 
Ashley and Jessica were confirmed as the newest members of the Church of Scotland, in a tiny village 
church in eastern France. The beautiful church was full, with worshippers from Belgium, Germany, 
France and Sweden as well as the Scottish contingent. The Brothers could not have been more 
supportive, they even suggested Jan and Scott wear their white robes and invited us for lunch as their 
guests in their house one day, which was a real privilege. 

 

 

 

One thing has stayed with me. We often say that young people don’t go to 
church. The last day (Saturday), the young people attended the usual three 
prayer services and a Bible study. Many of them later crammed into the little 
church for the Protestant service at 5pm. After dinner and some social time, 
at 23h30, well over a hundred of the young people chose to go back to the 
main church. They sat and sang and prayed together for an hour until 00h30, 
with none of the Brothers present. All of our Scottish group were there. It 
was a fascinating insight into the importance of faith in their lives and a 
reminder that young people still believe, still worship, still seek meaning in 
their lives but not in the ways that many of us are used to.   

The final comment comes from Jess – “I find I keep having to pinch myself, 
I’ve never even been to France before, I don’t speak any French and I’ve spent 
an amazing week here surrounded by people from all over the world that are 
just so lovely.” 

The Scots Kirk Paris is delighted to have contributed in a small way to what 
was no doubt a life-changing experience for these young people and certainly 
something they will remember for years to come. We look forward to 
welcoming more young adults on their way to Taizé in the future.  
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Brother Scott and 

Brother Jan !
Jess, Jan, Scott and Oliver, after 

the confirmation service

The happy group 
heads home 

Summer at SKP 

July: Rev. Robert Simpson 

23rd July: the Tour de France arrives on the Champs-Elysées; metro 
stations Invalides (lines 8 & 13 + RER C) and Alma Marceau (line 9) should 
be open; travel in by car will be difficult 

30th July: elder Scott MacSween will give the sermon 

August: Rev. Doug Gay 

27th August: Rev. Laurence Twaddle, our Interim Moderator, will take the service 

Happy holidays wherever you may be. Don't forget the book challenge!
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Food and fellowship on the patio 
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