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A word 
from 
Laurence, 
our Interim 
Moderator  

Warmest greetings! 

It was good to meet up with Valerie and Denis at the 
Presbytery in Budapest and though the actual Presbyters 
didn’t really see much of that lovely city, the being 
together in common purpose was very powerful and the 
time spent wrestling with the issues of the day was fulfilling 
and productive. Not all meetings are so congenial and 
constructive so it was good to feel the warmth and keen 
commitment to wise decision-making, without the intrusion 
of ego or jostling for position! 

It was also immensely humbling to be worshipping on 
Sunday in a church so steeped in history and heroism: to be 
aware that the congregation at St. Columba’s Budapest, has 
endured the vileness of Nazi domination and doctrines of 
racism and anti-Semitism - only to have freedom from that 
nightmare replaced by the different and insidious horror 
that was life under the Communist regime and the crushing 
force of the tanks, should resistance ever dare to be 
expressed. 

All the while, the faithful people sang the songs of faith and 
lived the life of quiet service. 

And still, today, with ugliness and violence on their 
doorstep, they are called again to work, to sacrifice and to 
faith. 

Astonishing, and a useful provider of perspective, as we 
meet some of the challenges that face us in today’s 
changing church, in a sometimes delinquent and dangerous 
world. 

Their faith was tested, tried in the fire of history, and 
remained strong and resilient. 

We too will rise to the tasks that face us, in the new future 
that awaits our vision, our faith and our faithfulness. 

Love as ever 

Laurence 
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Antoinette Hudson 

It was with immense sorrow that 
we learned of the death of 
Antoinette Hudson in the early 
hours of Friday 14th October. 
Antoinette had been seriously ill 
for over a year but despite going 
through gruelling treatment, she 
remained her bright, breezy, 
optimistic self for as long as she 
was able. 
Antoinette came to the SKP 
through the English-speaking 
mothers support group Message 
which meets in the church hall. 
She was a larger-than-life figure as 
she swept in to church to sit in the 
front row, usually followed by a 
miniature version of Michael 
Jackson, otherwise known as son 
Ben! 
She threw herself wholeheartedly 
into the activities of the SKP and 
was always ready to lend a helping 
hand. Only this summer when our 
locum Andrew McLellan was with 
us and found himself unable to get 
a taxi home because of the 
imminent arrival of the Tour de 
France on the Champs-Elysées, it 
was a tired but ever willing 
Antoinette who accompanied him 
to Alma Marceau metro station to 
point him in the right direction to 
the manse. 
She will be sorely missed but we 
know that she is at peace now and 
he ld in the pa lm of God ' s 
hands.There will be a memorial 
service for Antoinette at the SKP in 
November. Details will be sent out 
i n d u e c o u r s e w h e n t h e 
arrangements have been finalised. 

http://scotskirkparis.com
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Taizé 
O n e o f o u r m i s s i o n 
projects at SKP is to 
enable a diverse group of 
y o u n g p e o p l e f r o m 
Scotland to spend a week 
with the Taizé community 
in Burgundy. 

The community at Taizé is 
an ecumenical community 

of brothers who share a common concern for reconciliation 
between people and God as well as people with one another. 

Since the late 1950s Taizé has been welcoming young adults in 
ever-growing numbers. Each week in the summer, the 
intercontinental meetings bring together 3,000 to 5,000 
visitors, and between 500 and 1,000 each week in the spring 
and autumn. 

Three times each day, everyone gathers in the Church of 
Reconciliation for prayer, reflection and song, in many 
different languages. 

We recognise that most young people nowadays have probably 
no contact with a church; they think it’s boring or irrelevant 
or they are dragged there reluctantly by their parents or 
grandparents! 

But what does society actually expect of its young and what  
role does faith have for them in the 21st century? 

Many of us in SKP have come to experience another form of 
life, perhaps living in a different country or in a different way. 
That’s what we want to enable for these young folk at Taizé.  
For youth who have never known anything other than their 
own street, or their own town in a deprived area, and whose 
vision of what their lives could be never gets the chance to 
grow. We seek to show them that there is an entirely different 
world out there, full of other young people just like them, and 
all part of an open, caring, Christian community. 

That’s why in June 2023 we are arranging a trip from Scotland 
to Taizé. This will be the second year we have done this and 
the fourth year that people from SKP have visited Taizé.  
There’s a lot to 
o r g a n i s e a n d 
many meetings 
to be held over 
t h e c o m i n g 
months but June 
2 0 2 3 w i l l b e 
here before we 
know it. 

We wil l bring 
you updates on 
this project in 
each newsletter; please keep it in your mind and in your 
prayers and let others know about it. 

Scott MacSween (elder) 

https://www.taize.fr/en 
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Bible study 

Rev. James Patrick, our locum 
until December, is very keen to 
restart our Bible studies. If you 
would be interested in joining 
(from anywhere in the world), 
make yourself known to one of 
the elders or send an email to 
scotskirkparis@orange.fr 
and we will endeavor to find a 
time that suits as many people as 
possible. In today's hectic, 
troubled world we are fortunate 
to have the opportunity to take 
some time out to contemplate 
the Word of God and what it 
means in our daily lives. 

Bags of Hope 

Our Bags of Hope project 
continues until the end of the 
year. In the last couple of weeks 
we have reached 70 bags which 
represents a tremendous effort 
o n t h e p a r t o f t h e S K P 
congregation. The clocks will be 
changing at the end of the month 
and no doubt we will all be 
feeling that winter is closing in. 
Let's spare a thought for those 
who don't have a comfortable 
place to go home to and who just 
take each day as it comes. Socks, 
hats, scarves and knowing that 
someone cares can make a 
tremendous difference! Thank 
you all for your support so far. 

Gift ideas 

Christmas is just around the 
corner and you can start your 
shopping at SKP now! We have a 
range of small, reasonably-priced 
items which would make perfect 
stocking fillers - pens, candles, 
high-quality tea towels, recipe 
books and of course The Tartan 
Pimpernel. We also have a large 
selection of second-hand books in 
excellent condition. So why not 
make last-minute shopping a 
thing of the past and contribute 
to church funds at the same time?

mailto:scotskirkparis@orange.fr
http://scotskirkparis.com
mailto:scotskirkparis@orange.fr
https://www.taize.fr/en
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And now a word from James, our locum 
Thank you for your warm welcome to the Scots Kirk. It's good to be back 
again. 

This is a time of change for the congregation and there's concern about 
the shape of things to come. I share that concern - may I also share some 
thoughts on the matter? 

The International Presbytery has been looking at the future of SKP in 
relation to its other European charges. But shouldn't we also look at this 
in the context of Paris? There are eight other English-speaking 
congregations in the centre of Paris and the point is - we are all fishing in 
the same waters! While a Scot or a dyed-in-the-wool Presbyterian may 
make their way directly to the Scots Kirk, many Christians today have a 
more fluid identity and will be drawn to a church   that offers what they are looking for irrespective of 
denomination. 

Each of the other English-speaking congregations has its particular profile or way of promoting itself.  In 
this context, what would be the distinguishing features of SKP? How can we position and present 
ourselves? Picking up on what others have said, I've got two proposals, one along traditional lines and the 
other contemporary. 

First, what do people associate with Scotland and the Presbyterian tradition? Sound preaching and solid 
sermons! Our Interim Moderator, Rev. Laurence Twaddle, noted in an earlier newsletter that SKP in 
recent months has had a succession of "stellar" preachers from the Church of Scotland. Now, shouldn't 
that continue to be the mark of the Scots Kirk in any future.ministry? Generally speaking, preaching 
today is not what it once was (and some may say, "three cheers for that"!);but it still remains the case 
that when the Word goes forth in power, it finds a response in the hearts of people. There is a future for 
the Scots Kirk as a centre of excellent preaching. 

My other suggestion is almost contrary to that. Worship services can be so wordy, so full of words, only 
adding to the hubbub of noises in the world today. There is great need of a quieter, more contemplative 
kind of worship, and the contemporary expression   and   embodiment of that is - Taizé! SKP has a strong 
connection with Taizé through the last minister, Jan, who valued it deeply and continues now to send 
young people from Scotland with the help of SKP to spend time at the Taizé Community. One of our 
elders, Scott MacSween, made this point in a submission to the International Presbytery: the Taizé 
project "connects us to Scotland, to deprived communities, to ecumenical relations at the heart of 
Europe, to youth and to the future of the çhurch". 

And why not also a Taizé-style service in the church? The American Cathedral has a monthly "Jazz 
Vespers" as part of its mission and outreach. In the same way, SKP could have a monthly Taizé service. 

So, the pulpit and the Taizé project - two distinguishing features of the Scots Kirk? 

Just a suggestion…. 

Blessings 

James 
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TEDxAberdeen 
TEDxAberdeen is an annual event held in Aberdeen city centre to 
connect people and enable them to discover world-changing ideas. This 
year's edition will take place on 12th November with "Movement" as its 
theme. Lyly Fong, Aberdeen University graduate and member of our 
congregation, has been invited to speak. She will be giving a talk 
entitled "Beyond the Chinese takeaway" and, in her own words, "will 
share what it has been like for Hong Kong immigrants to integrate into 
Scottish society". Ticket applications are now closed but you can find 
out about the event on the TEDxAberdeen website. We look forward to 
hearing about it, Lyly!

https://tedxaberdeen.com
http://scotskirkparis.com
https://tedxaberdeen.com
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International presbytery meeting 
The IP meeting in Budapest was particularly significant as we met 
in a fascinating city where almost every building has a story to tell. 
As Laurence said in his message, we were very much aware of the 
history and the heroic acts of faith carried out by so many people 
in extraordinary circumstances. Our meeting naturally enough 
focused on the Presbytery Plan which has been finalised and sent to 
the Presbytery Mission Plan Implementation Group in Edinburgh for 
approval. Under the plan, Paris will be linked with Brussels but we 
still have to determine exactly what form this linkage will take. 
What is sure is that we will retain our own Kirk Session and Board 
and continue to be the friendly, welcoming congregation we have 
always been. PMPIG meets again on 20th October and the 
Presbytery Planning Committee is hopeful that the Plan will be 
approved. These are difficult times for many of our congregations 
but we pray that common sense will prevail and that we will be 
able to continue to provide a welcoming place for all who come through our doors. 

IP mission project  

According to a recent conversation with Daoud 
Nassar from the Tent of Nations, he and the 
family are doing well despite the constant, never-
ending court hearings that are associated with 
the constant attacks on them, both physically 
and/or on the farm. In the recent past, they have 
had 28 attacks from either Israeli authorities or 
misguided Palestinian neighbors. Each attack, 
they file a complaint and must 
follow them up in court hearings. 

Re-registration of their land: Prayer 
needed 

Please pray for the upcoming court 
hearing for the re-registration of 
the land on  October 27th. Please 
pray that it isn’t once more 
postponed and that the outcome is 
favourable putting an end to the 32 
year legal battle that has cost them 
over $200,000 in fees. 

The family bought the land in the late 1800s and 
has documents to prove ownership. However, the 
Israeli authorities relentlessly threaten to 
confiscate it and demolish the few buildings on 
the farm. They also enter the property 
periodically to damage their crops with 
bulldozers and/or fires. A positive outcome to the 
l a n d r e r e g i s t r a t i o n w o u l d r e c o g n i s e 
theirownership and would give a layer of land 
security that is desperately needed. 

This organic family farm runs summer camps for 
traumatised Palestinian children and endeavours 
to resist the illegal occupation of the West Bank 
by non-violent means following the teachings of 
Jesus - of loving neighbour while working for 
justice. Their engraved stone at the entrance of 
the farm boldly states “We refuse to be 
enemies.” The Nassar family is a light in the 

darkness of the conflict in 
Israel/Palestine today. 

The Tent of Nations is our 
Presbytery Mission Project 
and we w i l l be s oon 
collecting money to pay for 
new olive trees. Each tree 
costs 10 euros. Please 
consider buying trees as a 
Christmas gift for the 
person who has everything, 
or perhaps in celebration of 

a new life or in memory of a loved one. Trees are 
a practical and meaningful way to show the 
Nassar family that they are not alone in their 
struggles. 

Report from Alice Goodman, reader in Lausanne 
and corresponding member of the IP
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Important information: We have invested in a mobile phone for our locums. 
The number will be the same no matter who the locum is. Obviously we expect that 
you will respect his/her private life and refrain from phoning at all hours! The new 
number is 07 64 82 58 53. Please use it wisely. For information, locums are expected 
to conduct Sunday morning worship and to be available two days a week for pastoral 
duties. But we know that most locums go far over and above this minimum 
requirement so please use this number carefully. Thank you.

http://scotskirkparis.com

