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Letter from
the minister

Keeping in touch

Dear Friends
I have been journalling since I
was 25. These journals are a
wonderful source of information
about my life and the world we
are living in. I can look back
and find some information
about almost every day or
period in my life since then. But
I have discovered that these
journals are not very accurate or complete. In my defense I
would say that it's impossible to write about everything that
happens in one's life!

No-one can deny that this is a
very hard time for all of us
and during the confinement
period it is important that we
at the SKP keep in touch with
each other until we are able
to meet again physically in
the rue Bayard.
Our minister, Rev. Jan Steyn,
has created a WhatsApp group
for members of the
congregation and beyond. If
you are not yet part of this
group and would like to join,
simply give Jan your phone
number and he will add you
(provided you have
downloaded WhatsApp of
course). The group is a
fantastic source of support
and encouragement and even
gives tips on how to occupy
your children!
If you simply feel like talking,
Jan can be contacted on the
number at the bottom of the
page.

Minister: Rev. Jan Steyn

Looking into my December 2019 and January 2020 journal, I
realized that I hadn't written one word about "the virus". I was
aware of it but somehow did not regard it as important enough
to mention it in my journals! It was something far off my "radar
screen". I do remember a phone call from our son Ben in
Pretoria. That was the first weekend in February, the weekend
when the Donald Caskie play was being performed at the SKP.
He was worried about us as he had heard that the virus was in
Paris. That was 1st February 2020!
Well since then, how much has changed! A little (Internet)
research revealed the following which reads like somebody's
journal notes:
On 31st December last year, China alerted the WHO to several
cases of unusual pneumonia in Wuhan, a port city of 11 million
people in the central Hubei province. The virus was unknown.
Several of those infected worked at the city's Huanan Seafood
Wholesale Market, which was shut down on 1st January. As
health experts worked to identify the virus amid growing alarm,
the number of infections exceeded 40.
On 5th January, Chinese officials ruled out the possibility that
this was a recurrence of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) virus - an illness that originated in China and killed more
than 770 people worldwide in 2002-2003.
On 7th January, officials announced they had identified a new
virus according to the WHO. It was named 2019-nCoV and was
identified as belonging to the coronavirus family which includes
SARS and the common cold.
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Good n€ws!
In the last newsletter we
itemized the cost of running the
church for one week to illustrate
that expenses were generally
ahead of income, with a weekly
shortfall of around €152.
The good news is that 13 people
are now contributing by direct
debit, up from 8 in 2018. This is
extremely encouraging and it is
important that we keep the
impetus going.
As we find ourselves confined for
what will probably be a fairly
lengthy period, we are set to lose
the income we earn from other
groups using our building, as well
as our weekly collections.
Please consider contributing by
direct debit, no matter how small
the amount. The transfer can be
set up from the comfort of your
sofa, no need to go to the bank!
Name of SKP account:
Assoc Church of Scotland
BIC: BNPAFRPPXXX
IBAN: FR76 3000 4015 3300
0100 9031 587
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On 11th January, China announced its first death from the
virus, a 61-year old man who had purchased goods from the
seafood market. Treatment did not improve his symptoms after
he was admitted to hospital and he died of heart failure on the
evening of 9th January.
Fast forward to 23rd January when the WHO said that the
outbreak did not yet constitute a public emergency of
international concern and there was "no evidence" of the virus
spreading between humans outside of China.
Well, the rest is history. And our present reality.
The Covid-19 virus story has almost become the story of the
century. It has now affected the globe with unpredictable
consequences. Who could imagine Paris being in lockdown? And
I can assure you it is mentioned in my journal! No-one can
penetrate all the present and long-term effects of this
pandemic. But I have discovered one big lesson, not only in
myself but also in the reaction and behavior of others: how
valuable and precious community is. The gathering of a church
is not "just some religious gathering". It is a fundamental
celebration of life in its fullest. It is a God-given treasure and I
and many in the world will look at this sort of gathering in a
fresh and new way.
Let us keep each other in our prayers.
Love
Jan Steyn

Welcome!
Earlier this year Love and Joseph presented their little baby girl
for baptism with proud brother Samuel looking on. Welcome to
Faith, the newest member of our congregation.

Incumbents board
We are pleased to announce that
one of our members has kindly
offered to pay for an incumbents
board which we plan to hang on
the landing next to the large
wooden cross. A decision has
been taken as to lettering and
layout and it was hoped to have
the board on display by April.
It may be some time before we
actually see it but the day will
come eventually!
Let's look forward to that!

Minister: Rev. Jan Steyn
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International youth presbytery meeting
The Scots Kirk Paris hosted the International Youth Presbytery on February 21-23. A group of young
people from our congregations in Paris, Bochum, Amsterdam, Colombo and Budapest met several times
during the weekend: first to get to know each other, then to discuss various issues and organise the
church service for the Sunday. Dana Buchholtz (the IP Youth Representative) presented the questions,
answers, discussions and conclusions of the debates at the IP meeting in Gibraltar (more below).

One of our elders, Erwan Kucharski, was at the meetings:
"As an elder of the Paris congregation and a young participant in this event, I can safely say that this
weekend will be seen as the foundation stone and starting point for further important reflections on how
to better involve young people in church life and how to organise and develop local groups dedicated to
the younger generations. It was clear throughout the weekend that everyone was very enthusiastic about
this event and about what they were learning during it. The two participants from Amsterdam for
example gave us a few ideas about how to create a better group routine for our respective young adult
groups. The diversity of the participants, who came from various countries (e.g. Cameroon, Canada,
England, France, Germany, Kenya, The Netherlands, Scotland, etc.), gave this event an international
stature and a consistent value. Now back in our respective congregations across Europe, we are looking
forward to the next time we meet and are all already thinking about other international events we might
create and organise to give young people the place they deserve in our beloved church!"

Attention all Youtubers!
Sunday 22nd March saw a technological first for the SKP! Most of you will have received Jan's invitation
to the short "service" he recorded in the church, allowing us to come together in worship and prayer,
despite being stuck at home. This initiative was very warmly received and will be repeated for as long as
necessary, hopefully with the recorded participation of members of the congregation.
If you did not receive the link but would like to watch the video, click here https://youtu.be/61ux0su7qcs.
If you have already seen it, click to watch again!

PLEASE JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY FOR A QUIET TIME
OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION
IN THESE DIFFICULT DAYS

Minister: Rev. Jan Steyn
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Donald Caskie
One of the highlights of the last six months must surely be The Tartan Pimpernel, a play by John Hughes,
which was performed twice in the church on 1st February. After a successful run at the Edinburgh fringe,
the cast of just three agreed to play for us in Paris free of charge. Our extensive advertising paid off and
we had a very sizable turnout at the morning and afternoon performances, raising over €1000 euros for
church funds. Our thanks go to Scottish Government in France for subsidizing the event and helping to
make it such a success.
Those of you who are familiar with the Donald Caskie display cabinet may have noticed a piece of sheet
music which, at first glance, could appear to be out of place. Mme Ginette Dalleré, who knew Donald
Caskie personally, explains how it came to be there:
"When I was a student, I spent 2 years in Scotland, one in Aberdeen and one in Edinburgh. While in
Aberdeen, I started Scottish Country Dancing and it has played a large part in my life.
It was thanks to Scottish Country Dancing that I met Dr Caskie. It was in 1959. I was back in France and I
knew that there was Scottish Country Dancing at the Scots Kirk in Paris on Friday evenings. So, I wrote to
Dr Caskie to ask if I could come and join in the dancing on Fridays. He answered by return of post that I
would be welcome and that he would “vouch” for me! I danced at the Kirk for nearly two years. Dr
Caskie was there every Friday and that is how I came to know him well. I realize how privileged I was to
have met him. He was kind and welcoming to everybody, always greeting you with a smile and full of
humour.
When he left Paris in 1961, I decided to do something that would give French people the opportunity to
discover the Tartan Pimpernel. I started researching into his life, work and personality, before, during
and after the War in order to give lectures in French about this “homme de Foi et héros de l’Ombre". I
went to the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh to study all the documents they had concerning
him. One day, I made an unexpected discovery: a piece of sheet music on which there was the tune of a
strathspey dedicated to the Rev. Caskie, a treasure for me, all the more so as I was allowed to have a
photocopy of the precious score. This photocopy is now part of the Donald Caskie exhibit in the Scots
Kirk.
Years later, in 2009, two friends of mine kindly played and recorded the tune for me. The fiddler is Keith
Smith, one of the best contemporary Scottish fiddlers and the pianist, James Gray, is highly appreciated
by country dancers. It was a privilege to hear this lovely tune at the unveiling of the showcase dedicated
to Dr Caskie on the 7th of April 2019. It was a fitting and moving tribute to
him who enjoyed Scottish Country Dancing so much and particularly
strathspeys which are slow dances full of elegance, gracefulness and poise,
typically Scottish, unique in traditional dancing.
The tune, “The Reverend Dr Caskie”, subtitled ‘The Tartan Pimpernel’, is
perfectly in keeping with Dr Caskie’s love of strathspey tunes".
Mme Dalleré was not the only person in the audience to have met Donald
Caskie in person and it was fascinating to hear the many first-hand accounts
of this little-known war hero.
Thanks to everyone who helped to make this event such a success. It truly
was a team effort.

A meditation
I WILL SAY OF THE LORD, "HE IS MY REFUGE AND MY FORTRESS, MY GOD, IN WHOM I TRUST"
Psalm 91, verse 2

Minister: Rev. Jan Steyn
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International presbytery meeting
On Thursday 5th March, about 14 members of the International Presbytery found themselves on the same
flight from Heathrow to Gibraltar, having covered varying distances prior to that. We could almost have
held the meeting on the plane!
A number of important issues were discussed at our meetings, not least the payment of ministers'
stipends. Many of our congregations are highly dependent on grants from the Salvesen fund but the
future of this fund is uncertain. We in Paris will be keeping a very careful watch on developments in this
area.
Under the Church of Scotland's Radical Action Plan, the number of presbyteries in Scotland is going to be
reduced and we in the International Presbytery are not exempt from any of the discussions. There was
talk at one point of the International Presbytery joining with the Presbytery of England but this has now
been ruled out.
One important item of news is that the Presbytery Clerks' Forum was due to make a proposal to this
year's General Assembly asking that ministers be allowed to conduct same-sex marriages if their
consciences allow. However, in the current context, the General Assembly has been cancelled and so this
major issue will most probably be carried over until 2021.
Dana Buchholtz, the IP's youth representative, spoke about the International Youth Presbytery meeting
held in Paris in February. She thanked us for our warm welcome and stressed how important it was for us
to mobilize the young people in our congregations. Dana is an extremely enthusiastic young woman; she
is training for the ministry in Germany and speaks from the heart about the place of young people in the
church today.
The Colombo Ward 8 project, to which we donated, is almost complete. Information on this year's
project, the reconciliation project in Rwanda, is expected soon, probably through the Budapest
congregation, so that we know what we're contributing to. But it can be said at this stage that the
money raised will be spent on a building project.
As usual, it was a pleasure to meet up with our friends from around the world and it seemed as if we had
seen each other only yesterday. The next meeting will be in Budapest in October.
If you would like more information about the meeting, contact Valerie Prieur
(valerieprieur@wanadoo.fr).
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