
January 31, 2022

A final word 
from Jan 
 Dear Friends 

It seems like yesterday that I 
was inducted in the Scots Kirk 
Paris. Alex Grant preached and 
J i m S h a r p o f f i c i a t e d a s 
Presbytery Clerk. 

And though i t fee l s l i ke 
yesterday, it is as if that 
“yesterday” belongs to a totally 

different era. BC.  

It was Before Covid. Since that day our world has changed.  The 
two dear friends mentioned above have passed away. The Gilets 
Jaunes descended upon Paris and we have lived through the 
most extraordinary time in modern history. I would never have 
thought that I would cycle from the manse in rue Thimonnier 
all the way to rue Bayard without seeing one moving vehicle in 
the streets of Paris. And yet, I did! Imagine the steps to the 
Sacré Coeur without people, nobody in the square at 
Montmartre and not a single soul in the Tuileries Gardens! 

Thankfully, it seems as though we are now slowly moving into 
the AC era. After Covid. We are somehow seeing a return to 
what we thought “normality” was. Who knows, it might only be 
in a decade’s time that we will really see and understand the 
impact of the last few years.  

We have changed. 

And some of the change has been good.  

We managed to find new ways of doing things: Board and 
Session meetings on Zoom, services of worship and Bible 
reflections on YouTube, Bible Study on Zoom – and by doing 
this, reaching people we would never have reached in the past.  

In all this, dear friends, as I prepare to depart, I have one 
overwhelming emotion: thanksgiving. 

Thanks to all of you who supported and encouraged by living, 
giving and sharing. 

• Thanks for your financial support that ensured the future of  
the Scots Kirk Paris as a faith community 

• Thanks to the Board 
  • Thanks to the Session 

• Thanks to Dorothy Mure, the Session Clerk 

• Thanks to our wonderful, meticulous and devoted treasurer, 
Douglas Anderson 
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Bon voyage from 
the Scots Kirk to 
Logie Kirk 

Jan will be inducted into his 
new charge in Logie Kirk, 
Stirling on 24th February 
2022. The Seine will be 
replaced by the River Forth 
and the Eiffel Tower will give 
w a y t o t h e W a l l a c e 
Monument! 

We wish Jan and Linda every 
happiness as they begin this 
new chapter in their lives. 
There will be many challenges 
ahead and we pray that God 
will guide them and use them 
for His service in their new 
parish. 

"And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him" 

(Colossians 3:17)
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• Thanks to Paul Snelgrove, the former pianist of the SKP who, 
with his wife Jane, has left Paris to live in the South of France 

• Thanks to our new, young pianist, Nathan Prieur, who is doing 
a great job 

In my final Youtube reflection I mentioned others too – if you 
have not watched it, please do! 

I am hopeful for the future of the SKP. In the short-term future, 
there is a line-up of gifted and devoted spiritual leaders. The 
SKP is a small congregation but it has always had a great mix of 
young and old. Many Sundays we thought that our average age 
in attendance was about 30!  

But I am hopeful because of God and the strength of the story 
that has sustained and inspired this faith community throughout 
difficult times.  

“We will always have Paris!” 

With love 

Jan and Linda Steyn 

BC, AC and now AJ (after Jan)! 

When a charge becomes vacant, the presbytery appoints an 
Interim Moderator to look after the congregation's interests and 
arrange locums to ensure the continuity of Sunday worship and 
pastoral care. Our Interim Moderator is Rev. Laurence Twaddle, 
minister of the Church of Scotland in Geneva. Laurence has an 
indirect connection to the SKP in that he was at St. Andrews 
university with our session clerk, Dorothy Mure! The world is 
small indeed! Laurence has been busy arranging locums for us  
and so far we are covered up until July (see next page). 
Laurence himself will be with us in the SKP on Sunday 27th 
February so do come along and take the opportunity to ask him 
any questions you might have concerning the immediate future 
of the congregation. 

It will be an exciting time for us at the SKP as we discover 
different styles of worship in the coming months. We are in 
good hands! 
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Important info! 
Jan will be taking the service in 
the Scots Kirk Paris for the last 
time on 6th February. This will 
be a communion service to which 
all are warmly invited. 

The service will be live-streamed 
for those of you who are unable 
to attend. Simply click on LIVE at 
the top of your screen. 

Note that the SKP now has its 
own YouTube channel(https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCCK2mpdALSW3hqHrX2wo6Vw) 
which we hope to use from 
February onwards. It can be 
accessed now but has no content! 

We need 50 subscribers to be able 
to broadcast our services live 
using just a mobile device. The 
number of subscribers at the time 
of writing stands at 48 so we are 
counting on you to click on the 
l i n k a b o v e t h e n c l i c k o n 
"subscribe" or "s'abonner" (at no 
cost) to ensure that we can 
continue to livestream in the 
future. Simply type "Scots Kirk 
Paris Live Stream" after 6th 
February. 

Administ rat ion of the SKP 
WhatsApp group has been 
transferred to Andrew Craig. If 
you wish to join this group, which 
is a great way of keeping in touch 
with the SKP community, simply 
contact Andy on 06 20 91 84 38 
and he will add your number. 

The Wednesday Bible studies 
have been discontinued for the 
time being. It may be that one of 
our locums will want to start 
them up again, in which case you 
will be kept informed through the 
usual channels.  

We will soon be announcing the 
start of a new mission project in 
support of the Missionnaires de la 
Charité. This will unite us in a 
common purpose over the coming 
months. Clue: start thinking 
about small, non-food items that 
might brighten up the daily lives 
of homeless men! 
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Looking ahead 

Our first locum is Rev. Joanne Evans-Boiten. Joanne is no stranger 
to the SKP, having already preached on more than one occasion. 
Joanne will be with us on 13th and 20th February and throughout the 
month of March. With her husband Ian, Joanne lives in the south of 
France at their retreat centre Colomba-le-Roc which they describe as 
"a place of welcome and peace, a place to find rest and be 
refreshed". Find out more at colomba-le-roc.org.


!  !  !  
   

In April, we will be welcoming Rev. Robert Simpson a former colleague of our Interim Moderator's in 
Lothian presbytery. He has already served as a locum in Lausanne where he was so well received that he 
went for two separate months. What better recommendation?


  !  !  !  

May will be taken care of by Canon John Lindsay, a retired Scottish Episcopal minister. 
John is originally from Glasgow but trained and worked mostly on the east coast of 
Scotland, initially in hospital administration and since 1982 as a priest in the Scottish 
Episcopal Church.  As well as enjoying parish work he engaged in various aspects of 
ecumenism locally, nationally and internationally.  He was made a Canon in 2000.  Since 
retiring six years ago he has undertaken cover in his local Episcopal church as well as 
chaplaincies in Cologne (CofE) and Lausanne (CofS).  His wife Jacqui is the pastoral 
assistant in Morningside Parish Church (Edinburgh) and also works privately as a 
counsellor and supervisor.  John enjoys singing, reading, socialising and cooking and 
says he is very much looking forward to joining us in May.


   !  !  !  

June's services will be taken by the Very Rev. Albert Bogle, a former moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland and Pioneer Minister of Sanctuary First, 
the Church of Scotland's on-line worship community. It describes itself as "a pioneer 
ministry, passionate about developing new ways of connecting with God, spirituality, 
and one another ". Visit the website to find out about this vibrant community https://
www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk/about . Albert Bogle is also the founder and chairman of 
the Vine Trust which aims to help some of the poorest children and communities 
around the world.




                                !  !  ! 


Moving on to July, our locum will be the Very Rev. Dr. Andrew McLellan, another former 
moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. In the words of our Interim 
Moderator, "he will be a real star, I'm sure, and the congregation will appreciate his 
ministry greatly". Dr. McLellan was Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Prisons for Scotland 
from 2002-2009. He has served on many of the Church of Scotland's commissions and 
councils, including the World Mission Council of which he was convener from 2010-2014 
and which is probably the most familiar to us.


The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you He will not fail you or forsake you. 
Do not fear or be dismayed." Deuteronomy 31:8
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